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or in training camps. But the wastage of men
was calculated at something over 100,000 a
month, and for some time it had become
evident that voluntary recruiting would not
supply the necessary drafts. Under the
National Registration Act "which had been
passed in July 1915, a roll was compiled of all
persons in Great Britain (not in Ireland) be-
tween the ages of sixteen and sixty-five. On
the basis of this information an estimate could
be made of the numbers available for military
service. In October an effort was made by
means of the " Derby Scheme " to prolong the
voluntary system, but |with pnly spasmodic
success. In January 1916 the first Military
Service Act was passed, enforcing conscription
on all single men and widowers between the
ages of eighteen and forty-one.
Asquith, whose Cabinet was divided on this
issue, had felt much reluctance in taking a step
which might arouse opposition and give a
handle to agitators. Workmen getting high
wages, even for unskilled labour, might be ex-
pected to resist any legislation which would
"take them away from lucrative employment
The task of the Government would have been
made easier if Kitchener and Robertson had
consented to come forward with a definite cate-
gorical demand for universal service. But this
they refused to do.
Robertson's attitude was natural and logical.
As chief military adviser to the Government he
repeated more than once a warning that the
recruiting returns were insufficient, that units
were below strength, and that the plans of
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